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I MUST BEGIN by expressing my gratitude for the many kindnesses
which I always receive from Mr R. J. Gordon, the Librarian,
and the Staff of the City of Leeds Public Libraries. I pester
them with all sorts of queries, but they always deal with them
courteously and efficiently: sometimes I feel a certain shyness
in approaching them, but I am only too well aware that they
all are genuinely eager to help those who use the Library. Com-
parisons have admittedly a flavour of odium about them; but
a reasonable use of other libraries up and down the country
compels me to say that I have nowhere met better and more
efficient service than is available in the City of Leeds Public
Libraries; and in connection with this particular book I would
like to thank Miss Calam and Mr Hockey of Mr Gordon's staff
for the help they have given me.
Again I record my thanks to my father, the Reverend Thomas
Davies, and to my friend, Mr F. R. Worts, for their criticisms
of the text and for reading the proofs; and to Miss C. M.
Driffield for making the Index and for her excellent pictorial
map of North America and useful genealogical end paper.
What I should have done without Mr Alan McGaw's help
I do not know: I mentioned to him die sort of illustrations I
would like, and he promptly produced reproductions; and
I feel certain that those which he has found for me do very
definitely enhance the value of the book. The credit for this
part of the work is his. Acknowledgement of the right to
reproduce is made on each plate.
My debt to those scholars who have made a specialist study
of the history of the eighteenth century in general and of the
reign of George III in particular can never be adequately stated;
but in the Bibliographical Note I have listed the books which
I have freely used in making this Life of George III, knowing
that any credit belongs to them as much as to me.
J. D. G. D.
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